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Public Policy Responsible Public Policy 
The Department of Youth Services (DYS) touches the lives of thousands of youth in Ohio. Beyond 
youth in DYS facilities and those on parole, DYS funds and supports over 650 direct service programs 
throughout the state offering more than 130,000 youth (based on annual program admissions) oppor-
tunities and services to effect positive change.  

Dear Colleagues, 
 
I want to take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation for the encouraging words of support from 
DYS staff, juvenile court judges, community partners, advocates and stakeholders when I was appointed 
Interim Director last month.  In this role, I intend to continue the mission of former Directors Stickrath and 
Money on advancing our juvenile justice system.  DYS has embarked on an aggressive agenda of reform 
that has brought enhancements on many fronts including reducing the facility population, expanding commu-
nity initiatives and promoting lasting change in the lives of Ohio’s youth through rehabilitation, education and 
treatment. 
 
Litigation Update ~ Dismissal of J.P v. Taft and J.J. v. Ohio Department of Youth Services 
I am pleased to announce the recent decisions of the U.S. District Court to terminate the Court's supervision 
of a youth’s access to an attorney required under J.P. v. Taft, as well as the decision to dismiss the J.J. v. 
Ohio Department of Youth Services case focusing on the Release Authority.  The same provisions for the 
Release Authority still exist in the S.H. v. Stickrath lawsuit. 
  
We have made significant progress over the past three years in both areas including full implementation of 
face-to-face release reviews done by the Release Authority, more inclusion of family members during re-
lease reviews, and implementing the Legal Assistance Program which has been described as a national 
model.  With the Court’s recognition of the progress we have made comes the commitment to continue pro-
viding the same quality service to our youth. 
 
Moving Ahead in 2011 
The weeks and months ahead are very important times for our agency as we face a challenging budget cy-
cle. Together we will find opportunities to improve the quality of services for youth as well as the value we 
provide to taxpayers. We will continue to strengthen the opportunities for positive youth development and 
rehabilitation in our facilities and will continue to build on initiatives to reach youth, support families and en-
hance community capacity to serve appropriate youth close to home. 
 
DYS is gaining ground because of the dedication and commitment displayed by the staff of this agency. 
Thank you for your understanding, hard work and persistence. You have strengthened our department and 
have laid the groundwork for continued effectiveness.  Together, with our many stakeholders across the 
state, we will take our agency to the next level as we work to improve safety and security, enhance commu-
nity capacity and prepare youth to successfully return to their communities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Martha Spohn 
Interim Director 
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